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THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
were many of excellent character, of some fortune and good
standing, and of moderate views, while a few others had worked
themselves into a state of mind resembling that of the terror-
ists in the French Revolution. Kinkel was the recognized
leader of the club, and I soon became a member of the execu-
tive committee. At first the establishment of a constitutional
monarchy with universal suffrage and well-secured civil rights
would have been quite satisfactory to us. But the reaction, the
threatened rise of which we were observing, gradually made
many of us believe that there was no safety for popular lib-
erty except in a republic. From this belief there was only one
step to the further conclusion, that in a republic, and only in
a republic, all evils of the social body could be cured, and the
solution of all the political problems would be possible. The
idealism which saw in the republican citizen the highest em-
bodiment of human dignity we had imbibed from the study
of classic antiquity; and the history of the French Revolution
satisfied us that a republic could be created in Germany and
could maintain its existence in the European system of states.
In that history we found striking examples of the possibility
of accomplishing the seemingly impossible, if only the whole
energy resting in a great nation were awakened and directed
with unflinching boldness. Most of us indeed recoiled from
the wild excesses which had stained with streams of innocent
blood the national uprising in France during the Reign of
Terror. But we "hoped to stir up the national energies without
such terrorism. At any rate the history of the French Revolu-
tion furnished to us models in plenty that mightily excited our
imagination. How dangerously seductive such a play of the
imagination is, we were of course then unaware.

As usually happens, we tried first to imitate our models
in certain external things.  To emphasize the principle  of
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